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newspaper on Auguft lit, 
1951 under a lease-contract 
with Mr. Taylor. He pused 
away in April of 1966 and 
•be aoU the paper to the Fmka#. 

The late Fred G. Fmka 
became associated with the 
Headlight in September of 
1927 when the paper w u 

under the ownership ^ 
Messrs. Nomun and Tayjtr. 

The younger owner, fvi^ 
R. Fmka, t o r of FV«d Q. 
Frnka, became ataociitaj 
with the newspaper {g 
September of 1945 foUowiM 
his return from service wtS 
the U. S. Navy. 

This is a composite view of downtown Eagle Lake taken 
on a peaceful Sunday afternoon from the corner of Main 

Street and McCarty Avenue facmg northeast toward the 
Municipal Building on the downtown city square. 

Eagle Lake's 
iress In 1907 

DowntewnTofgre Iate7rrJ94Q 

Moted By Editor 
[Editor's note: The foUowiog 
report by the late Brace W. 
McCarty, edi^r afl^Mmer ff 
the Fagle Lake Henugh{ is a 
description of Eagle Lake in a 
special iUusirated edition in 
October of 1907. Mr. McCarty 
titled the story, "A progres­
sive little city of 2500 
inhabitants located in the 
rice, cane and cotton belts of 

_ Texas.l 
Eat(le Lake is a prosperous 

little city of approximately 
2.500 in Habitants, situated in 
the heart of the rice.cane and 
cotton belts of Southwestern 
Texas, located in Colorado 
county, sixty-five miles west 
of Houston. The town is built 
on a level prairie about five 
miles from the Colorado 
river. Eaffle Lake has a 
splendid free school, t|ie term 
lasting nine months in th^ 
year, four splendid church 
buililioKS, three strong banks, 
two live local newspapers, a 
volunteer fire company, 
electric light plant, ice 
m.inufaoturing plant, bottling 
works, two lumber yards, a 
good tin shop, two wholesale 
houses, a first-class baker, 
numerous good retail stores, 
and as good an opera house 
and hotels as can be found in 
any town of its size in the 
State. Throughout the entire 
business portion of the town 
are uniform concrete side­
walks. This, together with 
the handsome brick business 
houses gives the town a 
cilv like appearance. Located 
in the center of the business 
portion of the town is an 
attractive and well kept 
park, in which is erected a 
picturesque little band stand, 
from which our excellent 
cornet band (composed of 
strictly Eagle Lake citizens) 
furnishes free open air 
concerts every Thursday 
night during the summer 
months. The town has never 
had a boom, but has always 
enjoyed a steady growth. 
.\mong its citizens are a 

number of Northern and 
Western families, who have 

, Jocaledb^re.tf^carry T P 
enterprises or i;d'iook it 
their investments in the 
neighborhood. Near the town 
is a body of waler after which 
the town is named. Eagle 
Lake covers about 2,500 
acres, and is filled with flsh of 
all kinds and descriptions, 
perch and trout being the 
most numerous. During the 
winter months this lake is 
covered with wild ducks in 
countless numbers, and fish­
ermen and hunters froni all 
parts of this and from other 

' States are constantly visiting 
the lake for the fine sport to 
be had there. Our people are 
exceedingly progressive, and 
for the last few, diversifica 
tion has been practiced with 
such great success that our 
little city has become the 
Mecca of all prospective land 
buyers, who can always find 
in our variety of soils just the 
quality that will suit their 
individual purposes. The 
raising of cotton, which alone 
for many years, sustained the 
business interests of this 
section, proves the soil 
second to none for the fleecy 
staple; the large yearly corn 
yield, the heavy yields of al^ 
manner of garden stuff, twice 
each year, and the heavy and 
high test sugar cane yields, 
all tend to prove the 
assertion that our lands 
cannot be excelled. The rice 
lands also produce large 
yields of high grade rice, with 
water for irrigation within the 
reach of all. The use of 
fertilizers is totally unknown, 
some of the soil having been 
in constant cultivation for 
more than seventy-five years, 
and still produces as abun 
danllv as new land. 

Irrigation Facilities 
For rice growing the lake 

furnishes a large portion of 
the water used by the two 
large canals near town, 
supplemented at times by the 

' TtfTBECCTtTAW^^OBS W - « ^ IBE 
THIRD CENTURY OF AMERICA'S PROUD 
HISTORY OF FREEDOM • LET US 
RECAPTURE THE SPHUT OF A GREAT 
AND COURAGEOUS HANDFUL OF 
PEOPLE WHO BROUGHT ABOUT THE 
EVENTS FOR WHICH WE HOLD THIS 
JOYFUL CELEBRATION. 

itIAY THE UGHT OF FREEDOM SHINE 
FORtH ON THIS NATION FOREVER. 

MlU'Jlll! 
Y I I I "lUi • • » 

Clarence Epps 
Margie Sosa 
Paul Garza 
Edna Mae WlllU 
Ethel Baluaek 
Margaret Curry 

WUmaHodde 
Georgia Adams 
Iva wmis 
Eunice Duty 
Gladys GoU 

^Gladys Schenk 
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This photo taken In February of 1940 shows the downtown 
city square still complete with Its bandstand and horse 

water trough but certainly modernized to a great extent from 
the scene shown above In the early 1900's. 

watei-s of the Colorado river. 
These plants are thoroughly 
equipped with high grade 
pumping machinery, and are 
raising fine crops yearly. The 
smaller farmer or land owner, 
however, is, in this section, 
totally independent of the 
canal owners for his water 
stipply. By putting down 
shallow wells, thirty to sixty 
feet deep, sufficient water is 
found to successfully irrigate 
from one hundred to one 
hundred.and sixty acres. As 
this has been demonstrated 
for several years, during dry 
seasons as well as wet years, 
it has passed the experimen­
tal stage, and rice has become 
one of our established crops. 
So much so, that two rice 
mills were constructed to 
prepare for market the 
produce of the rice fields; and 
these mills are ilot cheap 
structures, but are well built 
brick buildings, equipped 
with the - latest milling 
machinery and cost over.fifty 
thousand dollars each. "They 
are the Eagle Lake Rice 
Milling Company's plant, 
located on the Cane Belt and 
San Antonio & Aransas Pass 
tracks, and the plant of the 
Lakeside Rice Mill Company, 
located (Jn the Cane Belt. 
These two mills are well 
managed, enjoy the cdnfi 
dence of the rice men in this 

They Helped Make "America G r e a S 

During our Bicentennial ytar, let us remember the many men and 

women who helped to moke this nation great. These famous faces 

carved in stone on Mount Rushmore are only four of the millions of 

Americans who built this country into a nation as solid as her great 

mountains.' 

WE SALUTE AMERICA 
Congratulations to the 
progress shown by the 
cHizens oi this area! 

Thanks for your help and support!! 
EAfilE m COMiNITY HOSPITIil 

BOMU) OF DOtECTOM AND THE HOSPfTAL TTAFF 

section, and handle large 
quantities of rice annually. 

, Sugar Refinery 

The Lakeside Sugar Refin­
ing Company has in operation 
one of the finest sugar mills 
in the South; the plant 
costing half a million dollars, 
with a capacity of 1,000 tons 
of cane daily. This mill is^ 
located on the Cane Belt 
Railroad about three-quarters 
of a mile south of town. There 
is sufficient acreage of cane 
land in this immediate section 
to support several mills of 
this size, with their profit 
accounts well on the right 
side of the ledger. 

Two good cotton gins 
prepare the cotton of the> 
farmers for shipment to the 
spindles. 

Important in the attraction 
of many of the above 
mentioned enterprises has 
been Eagle Lakes splendid 
railroad facilities, coupled 
with • the progressive man­
agement of the several roads, 
all of whom have exerted at 
all timts their best efforts to 
advance the interests of this 
section, and their assistance 
has been a great factor in the 
results attained.' The main 
lin» of the great Sunset 
system on its way to the 
Golden Gate; the San Antonio 
& Aransas Pass, and the 
Cane Belt Railroad, now a 
holding of the great Santa Fe 
system, all recognize Eagle 
Lake as an important station 
(m their lines. 

' Conuiercki Gab 

liocally, two organizations 
are working harmoniously for 
the interests of the farmers 
and the town: the Commer­
cial Club of Eagle Lake is a 
thoroughly alive organization 
of the business men of the 
city for the purpose of 
building up the new enterpri­
ses of the section, ready to 
foster any reliable undertak­
ing that would be to the 
benefit of the town or its 
vicinity: and the Elagie' Lake 
Farmers' fnstitute, organized 
in 1903. for the purpose of 
encouraging the cultivation of 
garden truck in sufficient 
quantities for shipment, in 
place of the local table 
purposes, as heretofore. It 
has proved in adjoining 
counties very profitable to 
raise and ship early vegetab­
les for Northern markets, 
placing them on the tables of 
the well-to-do in the colder 
climates before they are 
planted in that section. They 
will reach their destination as 
early as those shipped from 
Southern Florida, and several 
weeks ahead of the California 
products. There are many 
other profitable crops. 

GMdFiaaaeiM 

The enterprise and ability 
of our citizens is reflected in 
the management of the 
affww of 4he city itself; i t — 

Headlight 
Ownership Only 
Changed 4 Times 

Only four times in its 
seventy-three years of exis­
tence has the Eagle Lake 
Headlight changed owners. 

The Eagle Lake Headlight 
was published first as a 
full-size newspaper in 1903 

for a belter location. The 
town has established fire 
limits, which has resulted in 
the building of many brick 
houses and has compelled the 
construrtfon of ten-fool con 
Crete sidewalks throughout 
the business portion. 

There are still many 

under the ownership of Bruce 
W. and S. 0 . McCarty. 

On July Ist. 1922 F. A. 
Norman and D. S. Taylor 
purchased the paper from B. 
W. McCarty, but on May 1st, 
1923, Mr. McCarty bought 
the paper back from the 
Norman-Taylor partnership. 

Mr. McCarty died on May 
14th, 1940 and Mrs. McCarty 
published the Headlight until 
April 1, 1945 when D. S. 
Taylor became sole owner 
and publisher. 

Fred G. and Fred R. Frnka 
began publication of the 

enterprises that would pay 
well in this ^ction; many 
industries to be developed 
and improved, under which 
the superior facilities offered 
at this location, can not fail to 
be highly profitable. 

Anderson 
Assuriicgltgencyi 

Inc. 
"PROFESSIONAL INSURANCE SERVICE" 

SpedaUiing in : 
Commercial - Estate and Tax Planning 

General Insurance 
Including: 

Automobile - Home Owners • Farm Owiiers 
Business - Fire • Casualty 

- Workman's Comp. - Surety Bonds 

1503 EAST MAIN* SUITE 25 
TOWN & COUNTRY CENTER EAGLE LAKE 

Vahiable Historical Papers 
Preserved In County Archives 

Papers of James Montgom­
ery and allied tamlUes dating 
from 1828 to 1898, Including 
Spanish Land Grant documents 
signed by William Barrett 
Travis (of Alamo fame) and C. 
C. Dyer (one of the old 300 
colonists), are among these 
paperk anddocuments in which 
many early people are men­
tioned. These were given to 
the Colorado County Archives 
by Mrs. Jewell Vineyard 
Brewer of Eagle Lake. 

The original papers will \x 

kept In acid free boxes for 
their preservation. They will 
be used for historic document 
display only. Xerox copies 
will be available for historic 
research. 

The Colorado County 
Archives is on the second floor 
in the county courthouse and 
kept open two days a week and 
at other times by request. It 
Is under the supervision of the 
Colorado County Historical 
Survey Committee. 

The purpose of the County 

1 ? 
R/lflf/e/ YOURj tfidependent] 

Insurance IIfKGENT 
SIRVeS YOU FIRST 

is/ 

Deiter Anderson 

M. Bowden Atherton 

Phoned 234-3584 

HouB. 342-8592 

WE'RE PROUD OF IT... 
AND OF ALL THE 

COUNTY'S 
AGRICULTURAL 

PROGRESS 
Happy Birthday, America! 

FARM & RANCH AERIAL 
SERVICEJNC. 

PHONE 234-2012 -EAGLE LAKE 

miTT 

being conducted ak>ng prog­
ressive lines in every respect. 
The city of Lagle Lake has 
redeemed all of its bonds 
before maturity at a premi­
um: it owes no man a dollar, 
and has money to its credit in 
the local l>anks, of which 
there are three-one NstkMtl, 
one State and one private. 
Eagle Lake offers every 
inducement possible to fac­
tories and industrieV kwking 

Lakeside Irrigation Co., 
Inc. 

234-2895 Eoglt Lakt 

SALUTES AREA PROGRESS! 

# ^ O U R PROGRESS 
IS A PART OF 

THE GOOD 
AMERICAN WAY 

OF LIFE! 

ra'REBEiininiiw 
Jerry's AKO Statioi 

& Cir Wash 
PHONE 758-3207 

UCHVAT n - CAIWOOÔ  TDCAI 

Ml, AM) MM. l t » T lUAMU 

Capt. Dunbvant 

^ Introduced 
Metal Money 
Cotton was selling at 7 l/S 

* cents a pound and cottonseed 
L brought | 1 per ton, in 1893. 

Silver money being scarce 
that year, Capt. WiUlam Duna-
vant introduced metal money 
of his own on his large planr 
tatloo and It bought goods tn 
his stores <or was redeemable 
In United States currency at 
tiw end of the month. Capt. 
Donavant paid his hands ev-
iry night. . 

This Is the former Lakeside Sugar Refinery which was k>cated on property 
just south of Eagle Lake on property now owned by the Waddells and Brunners. 

FounOktion and one building at the refinery facilities still remain on the 
Waddell property on Lakeside Drive. 

Eagle Lake Was Once A 
Prominent Svgar Producer 

(Reprinted in part from a 
July. 1975 issue of the Head-.. 
light, written^ Kathryn Mc-

~ ^ In a paperwrltten by Stephen 
P.. Austin in 1831 to.encour­
age settlers to come to Texas 
he said that there were 70,000 
square miles adapted to the 
growth of sugar cane. Even 
then, there were sugar mills 
in Brazoria County which soun 
became known along with 
Matagorda and Colorado 
Counties as the "Sugar-^wl". 

In 1834, William Stafford 
erected the colony's first per­
manent sugar mill in Fort 
Bend County. 

It was to Ell Mercer that 
Texas Is Indebted for "the 
origin of sugar doings. In the 
1830's Mercer began plant­
ing sugar. His plantation was 
in what is now Wharton Coun­
ty, but that county was not 
organized until July 3, 1846 
after it was created from 
Colorado, Matagorda and 
Jackson counties. When 
Colorado County was organ­
ized in 1837, the plantation was 
tn this county. In 1833 Mer­
cer, with the help of two sons 
and one Negro, cultivated not 
only enough sugar for his own 
family but he supplied the 
whole population of Egypt with 
sweetening. He made a sugar 
m 111 of his own design and sold 
the sugar to his neighbors for 
a good price. 

Cone Planttd 
On Matthews 
Bayou In 1851 

We know that sujar cane was 
planted on Caney (now 
Matthews Bayou) In 1851. In -
January of that year, C. Wm. 
Talt wrote from Columbus 
that "A good many planters on 
Caney have lost a large por­
tion of their cane by the sever­
ity of the cold." 

In some Instances farmers 
cultivated two or three acres. 
Machinery for crushing cane 
and making sugar and molas­
ses was usually owned by some 
enterprising Yankee Who load­
ed the equipment on a wagon 
and traveled from place to 
place where It was unloaded 
and set up in a shoritlme to 
be worked by horsepower. '̂  

During these early days the 
price of sugar varied. In 1836 
A. M. Clopper wrote his father 
that sugar was 20? a pound and 
no money to be had. From 
1851 on the price varied from 
five to six cents a pound. In 
1863, it was worth fifty cents 
a pound. 

Town Of Lakeside 

Established 
About 1874, Captain William 

Dunovant and his sister, Ade-
lia, natives of Chester, South 
Carolina, came to Texas and 
made their home In Eagle 
Lake. 

He established outside Eagle 
Lake a town called Lakeside, 
designed exclusively for the 
promotion of his business en­
terprises. In a few years a 
sugar refinery, a rice mill, 

Historical Survey Committee 
is to acquire and preserve 
local history for future gener­
ations. This is being done in 
many ways, such as: gathering 
information with which to 
write a county history, writ­
ing local history articles, giv­
ing historical programs, 
erecting historical markers, 
and acquiring historical 
material for the county 
archives. 
. Any one having any histor-

r leal material such as oldpic-
tuTH, papers; Tetten, aocn-
ments, old business records, 
old telephone directories, 
church histories, cemetery 
records, or like material is 
requested to contact Mrs. 
James C. Hopkins, Chairman 
of Uw Colorado County His­
torical Survey Committee, 
Box 408, Garwoo^, Texas 
77442. If there aeedocumenU 
or pictures you wish to retain, 
(he coaunlttse wmkl like to 
have permiseion to make 
copies for the files and the 
originals will be returned. 

and the general offices of the 
Csne Belt railroad .were locatr^. 

Lakeside Sugar Refinery re­
ceived itk $200,000 charter 
between January 1, 1901 and 
August 31, 1902. It was locat­
ed in the P. Reel's Survey on 
what is known as Lakeside 
Drive In Eagle Lake, on pro­
perty now owned by the Wil­
liam WaddeU heirs. To fur­
nish water, a permanent right 
to the water from the lake for 
industrial purposes was sold 
to the sugar mill. This right 
runs with the title to the land. 
llw sugar refinery was a one-

haK million dollar plant and 
was constructed entirely of 
steel and iron. It was strict­
ly fireproof in every respect. 
It was equipped with the best 
machinery, had a capacity of 
1,000 tons of cane per day, 
and employed about 100 men. 
It had an annual output of 
5,000,000 pounds of sugar. 
It was noted as one of the most 
modern mills of Texas. 

"Whangdoodle" 
RR Hauls Cane 
In order to reach the large 

farms of William Dunovant and 
the others, the Cane Belt Rail­
road Company was formed and 
on March 10, 1898, W, T. 
Eldrldge secured a charter for 
the railroad. (You will note 
that this was prior to the 
charter of the Lakeside Sugar 
Refinery. In the I890's Ed H. 
Cunningham installed machin­
ery necessary to produce re­
fined sugar in Sugar Land. 
This company is known today 
as the Imperial Sugar Com­
pany). Associated with El­
drldge were William Dun­
ovant,. E. P. Newsom, Perry 
Clark, Thomas Bouldon, John 
Thatcher and others of Eagle 
Lake. It was to operate from 

Eagle Lake to -Bonus. After 
th»tiVcli^»&S t«dtpi<K««Cfney 

.decided tA. v ^ ,'^HM.l.xail" 
road out of their ente^rise 
and had their charter amended 
to Include 15 miles north to 
Sealy and 89 miles southwest 
through Wharton, Matagorda 
and Brazoria Counties to the 
Gulf. The Colorado Construc­
tion Company did the work 
which was financed by the Lin­
coln Trust Company of St. 
Louis. The Cane Belt became 
a profitable line and was 
bought by Santa Fe in 1902. 
Branches were built from 
Bonus to Calhoun and from 
Boedecker to Garwood. Dur­
ing grinding season a cane 
train, the "Whangdoodle" 
brought cane from the fields 
to the Lakeside Sugar Re­
finery. 

The mill affected the local 
economy. It gave employ­
ment to many people at a 
time when most of the other 
crops were in. During the 
harvest season railroad per­
sonnel were good customers 
for local merchants. Eagle 
Lake was an important city of 
the county and noted for its 
sugar mill and rice elevators. 

Lakeside Refinery 
Flourishes In 1908 

The cane crop of 1908-
1909 season was especially 
good. There were sixty-four 
cars <A cane on the tracks at 
the refinery when it began 
operation the last day of Oc­
tober. Labor was scarce 
and H. W, Rayner, General 
Manager of the Lakeside Sugar 
Refinery offered to pay parties 
who furnished their own labor 
and teams, by the ton or car 
and to arrange to feed the 
mules and pay cash each week. 
During the growing season 

the mill ground 70,000 tons of 
cane. The "Whangdoodle" 
brought a few less than five 
thousand cars of cane to the 
Lakeside Sugar Refinery. In 
addition it handled five hun­
dred and seventy-five cars 
of cane for Mr. Eldrldge, 
which were shipped toSartar-
Ua. 

Refmeqr -Ooet-lnte 

He id lWf lM^ ln 19r2' 
After the most successful 

season In its history misfor­
tunes set in for the sugar 
refinery. The tropical storm 
of July 21, 1909 inflicted heavy 
damage to the Lakeside Sugar ' 
Refinery. Much of the cor­
rugated Iron was stripped 
from the building and scatter­
ed, but the machinery was not 
damaged. The loss was 
several thousand dollars. 
Bonus Plantation, owned by 
the Lakeside Refinery Com­
pany suffered a heavier loss. 
Fifty-four cabins, seven corn 
cribs, three windmills, three 
new Implement sheds and one 
school house were almost en­
tirely destroyed. The convict 
camp was a mass of wreck­
age. 

Another disaster was a freeze 
in early December 1911 which 
resulted in the loss of about 
50*̂1 of the cane crop. The mill 
had only a month's run. This 
caused a heavy financial loss. 

Probably the most important 
reason for the decline in pro­
duction of raw sugar was the 
loss of convict labor. After 
slavery was abolished, con­
victs were leased by Texas 
planters. In the summer of 
1910, a law was enacted which 
prohibited the state from leas­
ing convicts to Individuals af­
ter January 1, 1914. This law 
took from the Lirger sugar 
plantations the supply of labor 
upon which the planters had 
become dependent. 

An article in a special "boos­
ter" edition of the "Head­
light" of May 14, 1910 stated 
that the refinery was owned 
by St. Louis capital. 

In April 1912, the Lakeside 
Sugar Refinery went into 
receivership. Hon. George 

Herder of Weimar and later 
Eagle Lake was appointed re­
ceiver. The order for re­
ceivership was made upon the 
application of H. L. Gatgwl of 
St. Louis, a stockholder as 
well as a creditor of the com­
pany. He was represented by 
Judge J. J. Mansfield. 

In March 1913 Mr. Herder 
J«»«lgnt(Land CS^ft^bci wac^ 
named to succeed him. 
- In sgptifTntArmai: fift iffln 
and fifty-three acres of land 
sold at receiver's sale for 
$71,000.00. Jacob Moershal of 
St. Louis was the purchaser. 
In addition to the mill, he 
bought 8200 acres of the Bonus 
plantation for $275,600.00 and 
an additional 1200 acres for 
over $42,000.00. 

The refinery remained Idle 
for a number of years then In 

March 1918 when It was owned 
by the J. D. White Company 
*af New York, a crew of .about 
ninety men began to repair the 
machinery and dismantle the 
plant for shipment to Jamaica 
w^re It was to^he rebuilt,^ 

t S e "TiiihdrW cars "weire' re-
aiqui>ed4e "stop Hx eqidpment 

by rail to Galveston. It took 
almost a year to complete the 

All that remains of the Lake­
side Sugar Refinery today Is 
the concrete foundation. Bruce 
and Raymond Waddell have 
erected a large bam on part 
of the foundation, but for the 
most part It is overgrown 
with grass. 
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